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Brussels, 14/10/2009 

Paweł Samecki attends the XV Conference of 
Presidents of the Outermost Regions, Gran Canaria 
(15-16 October)  

Paweł Samecki, the European Commissioner for Regional Policy, will be in 
Gran Canaria on 15-16 October to attend the annual Conference of 
Presidents of the Outermost Regions and visit projects supported by 
cohesion policy funding. The Conference, which will be presided over by 
Paulino Rivero, President of the Government of the Canary Islands, and 
attended by representatives of Spain, France and Portugal and of the 
Swedish Presidency, marks an important step in the debate on the European 
Union's future strategy with regard to these regions. 

Speaking in advance of the Conference, Mr Samecki said that the European 
Commission has met the commitments made at the last meeting of the Presidents a 
year ago in Cayenne (French Guiana): "All possible steps are being taken to improve 
our knowledge of the outermost regions: studies are being carried out on growth 
factors and the impact of migration and demography, workshops are being organised 
to help them take advantage of the European Union's research framework-
programme, and we are preparing for the first forum for "outermost Europe" which 
will be held in 2010." 

The European Union has begun discussions on its strategy for the outermost regions 
after 2013. Their special status has been recognised since 1999 by the Treaty of 
Amsterdam. The EU wants to focus more on all that these regions have to offer, 
particularly in the areas of research and innovation, biodiversity, agriculture, 
renewable energies and climate change. The measures taken will be designed to 
speed up the development of these regions and will serve as examples and ideas for 
the benefit of the European Union as a whole. 

On 15 October, in Las Palmas in Gran Canaria, the seven Presidents of the 
outermost regions will adopt a joint memorandum setting out their views on the EU's 
future strategy. The text will then be completed by the governments of the Member 
States concerned: France, Spain and Portugal. The European Commission will take 
account of these views when drafting the new strategy which will be presented no 
later than the beginning of 2011.  

In recent years the Commission has taken many measures in support of these 
regions in order to help minimise the natural constraints imposed mainly by their 
distance from the European continent and their insularity. For example, special 
arrangements apply in the area of State aid, a programme of options specifically 
relating to remoteness and insularity (POSEI) supports traditional sectors such as 
agriculture and fisheries, and additional allocations have been granted under the 
Structural Funds for 2007-2013.   

In order to strengthen the link between the European Union and these regions, an 
initial "forum for outermost Europe" will be held jointly with the Spanish Presidency of 
the EU on 27 and 28 May 2010 and will subsequently take place every two years. 
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Visits to projects 
Following the conference, Commissioner Samecki will visit the sites of several 
projects co-financed by the European Union which show the potential of the 
outermost regions in the field of research and innovation. He will begin with a visit to 
the Canary Institute of Marine Sciences and will then go to the Technological 
Institute of the Canaries, one of Europe's leading research institutes in the fields of 
renewable energies, biotechnology, environmental and biomedical technologies (EU 
contribution: €15.5 million). 

On 16 October the Commissioner will go to Palma to find out about the projects of 
the Canary Islands Astrophysics Institute. Last summer, the largest infrared optical 
telescope in the world (Gran Telescopio Canarias, GTC) was inaugurated on the 
summit of the Roque de los Muchachos (EU contribution: € 38 million, or 70% of the 
total cost). Finally, Mr Samecki will go to the banana plantation at Los Llanos de 
Aridane: this is a key economic sector for all of the outermost regions, with 
production accounting for 10% of the bananas consumed in the European Union as 
a whole. The POSEI programme also supports the sector (MEMO/06/336). 

Background 
The European Union has seven outermost regions: the four French overseas 
departments (DOM): Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Réunion and Martinique; the 
autonomous Portuguese regions of the Azores and Madeira; and the Autonomous 
Community of the Canary Islands. 

More than € 5.9 billion have been allocated to the outermost regions for the period 
2007-2013 under the Structural Funds, plus a specific allocation of € 979 million to 
offset the additional costs linked to their handicaps as recognised by the Treaty.  

For further information:  

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/themes/rup_en.htm  

http://www.itccanarias.es/
http://www.itccanarias.es/
http://www.gtc.iac.es/
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/06/336&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/themes/rup_en.htm

