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Article 348
(ex Article 298 TEQ)

If measures taken in the circumstances referred to in Articles 346 and 347 have the effect of
distorting the conditions of competition in the internal market, the Commission shall, together
with the State concerned, examine how these measures can be adjusted to the rules laid down in
the Treaties.

By way of derogation from the procedure laid down in Articles 258 and 259, the Commission or
any Member State may bring the matter directly before the Court of Justice if it considers that
another Member State is making improper use of the powers provided for in Articles 346 and 347.
The Court of Justice shall give its ruling in camera.

Article 349
(ex Article 299(2), second, third and fourth subparagraphs, TEC)

Taking account of the structural social and economic situation of Guadeloupe, French Guiana,
Martinique, Réunion, Saint-Barthélemy, Saint-Martin, the Azores, Madeira and the Canary Islands,
which is compounded by their remoteness, insularity, small size, difficult topography and climate,
economic dependence on a few products, the permanence and combination of which severely
restrain their development, the Council, on a proposal from the Commission and after consulting
the European Parliament, shall adopt specific measures aimed, in particular, at laying down the
conditions of application of the Treaties to those regions, including common policies. Where the
specific measures in question are adopted by the Council in accordance with a special legislative
procedure, it shall also act on a proposal from the Commission and after consulting the European
Parliament.

The measures referred to in the first paragraph concern in particular areas such as customs and trade
policies, fiscal policy, free zones, agriculture and fisheries policies, conditions for supply of raw
materials and essential consumer goods, State aids and conditions of access to structural funds
and to horizontal Union programmes.

The Council shall adopt the measures referred to in the first paragraph taking into account the
special characteristics and constraints of the outermost regions without undermining the integrity
and the coherence of the Union legal order, including the internal market and common policies.

Article 350
(ex Article 306 TEC)

The provisions of the Treaties shall not preclude the existence or completion of regional unions
between Belgium and Luxembourg, or between Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands, to the
extent that the objectives of these regional unions are not attained by application of the Treaties.



